Concept of Environmental Pollution and Its Types

We know that, a living organism cannot live by itself. Organisms interact among
themselves. Hence, all organisms, such as plants, animals and human beings, as well as the
physical surroundings with whom we interact, form a part of our environment. All these
constituents of the environment are dependent upon each other. Thus, they maintain a balance
in nature. As we are the only organisms try to modify the environment to fulfill our needs; it is
our responsibility to take necessary steps to control the environmental imbalances. The
environmental imbalance gives rise to various environmental problems. Some of the
environmental problems are pollution, soil erosion leading to floods, salt deserts and sea
recedes, desertification, landslides, change of river directions, extinction of species, and
vulnerable ecosystem in place of more complex and stable ecosystems, depletion of natural
resources, waste accumulation, deforestation, thinning of ozone layer and global warming. The
environmental problems are visualized in terms of pollution, growth in population,
development, industrialization, unplanned urbanization etc. Rapid migration and increase in
population in the urban areas has also lead to traffic congestion, water shortages, solid waste,
and air, water and noise pollution are common noticeable problems in almost all the urban

areas since last few years.

Definition of Environmental Pollution

Environmental pollution is defined as the undesirable change in physical, chemical and
biological characteristics of our air, land and water. As a result of over-population, rapid
industrializations, and other human activities like agriculture and deforestation etc., earth

became loaded with diverse pollutants that were released as by-products.
Pollutants are generally grouped under two classes:

(a) Biodegradable pollutants — Biodegradable pollutants are broken down by the activity of
micro-organisms and enter into the biogeochemical cycles. Examples of such pollutants are
domestic waste products, urine and faucal matter, sewage, agricultural residue, paper, wood

and cloth etc.



(b) Non- Biodegradable pollutants — Non-biodegradable pollutants are stronger chemical
bondage, do not break down into simpler and harmless products. These include various
insecticides and other pesticides, mercury, lead, arsenic, aluminum, plastics, radioactive waste

etc.
Types of Environmental Pollution
There are eight types of Environmental Pollution in modern world. They are :

Water Pollution

Air Pollution
Thermal Pollution
Noise Pollution

Soil Pollution
Radioactive Pollution

Light Pollution
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Visual Pollution



